
YÄI,UE O]1 GOLD IN REI]ÄTION TO GOODS

l ionrn l}nlile. It hes arisen no{t only from price policy proposals büt to

. .,lr1iri tlegtre, il has becn based on facl,s of the Empire rnillketc. In

r,'ltr.i.t rsitlr rhc above-mentionctl sources, there wete also narrativc sour-
L, i i irlrt i11ir'l i lrtionl which wcre of lesser ilrtportancc in the period under
,  t ' . ,  L t .  . : ,  ,  t . .

.1 ,:.iiliir-in not onll' rr:ferretl to thc idea of state-cr-rntrollctl price lcvels
.:-::i:,ittl Lr Diocleti&n but tlso defineal the limitetl cronditions of re:rl
r,I.. ' i 'rrr\' .rrle by privtte lartics. If a person takitrg pnrt iD a tlansaction

-, - ,, lori-er plice than its rc*I valuc antl, becausc of it, hc suflered ä L)sst
:.t. laisio enortnis, he coulal clir,iin back the difference resu]ting trt-rur the
.urchrrge or dissoiution of tho contract. llowcver, Justinian's ättompl,'
.;l it Dioclctirr,n's or Yalenl,inian's ordcl rega'rtling the lcgislative price
,irflcilsc of wine, turned out very quickly to bc a delld legislative act?.

Though attcmpts undcrtaken by subsecluent elrrperols to establish
:trte priccs for certain gioods are corrollorttecl by sovcral soul:ces, this

tr.t does not nean that tltc stlutc prices were sep&rtlljed from their rea,l

:rluctu]'e vnluc, which was in force in the titu'rket in this periocl' As the

iiür cirsuistry of thc late Empire sta,tcs, a la,w was then beilg applied rvhich
,lr:rltrtl Urat a price hacl to be real, ntrnelyr it hacl to be of a certain eco-

n,,rrric mlue. Br,causc ol this, tlansactions matle for a symbolic ]la.Yrnent
F1T( r(' not coDruronly rcc{rpted as empti'o aend'i'tio ltttt rvere regardctl ral,her

.f ,r (.lir"ssic largi,xi,o8. This is not synonymous with kecping iustu,m pretrium

ir the lulchass-sale transactions. The notion of a fafu pricc only appearctl

il its tlevclopetl forn in the canonis law. Scveral juristic comrncntaties
Itare no doutrts as frrr trs that flct is colcerned ancl acknowlcdge the privi

llgc of the sellcr ancl l)u)cr to sell or gct good.s at prices tiifferent frotn

those actually prcvaitilg on the mar'liet. The best eviclence for that condi-

tions conveniont for thc use of all rcgionai diffcrcnces were croateal, is tlre
quotatior from -Digesla: "Quematlmoclum in ementlo et vendendo nlturali-
te.r concessum cslj quo(l plulis sit minoris emere, cluod minoris sit pluris

lendcrc et ita inviccm se circumscribcre, ita in locationibus quoque et
conrlrrctionibus iuris est". Only resorting to cleceit, i.e,, doltts, was conside-
red lrotlr 1:y Digesta and later by Justi'nian) s Cod'a not to be admissible'�.

6 Ses l{.  Giaocheto,I" i l lusoria inxposit iotue del l i1tsto pl 'ctzo nel l 'eAiüo ctr lmiete

t l i  Dioclezia,o, Rencl. Lircei 8 scr..  XIX i964, p. 95ff. ;  S. Mrozek, BiIa nabywcza

tlenatöu i .  zlotn u edgkric Diolclecjana (Purchasing Po-wer of Deuari i  ald Gold i l  Dio'

clct ial i 'B ]Jdict),  Antiquitas VIII  1979, p. 37 l .
" C'oi l .  Iust.IV 4,{,2 aDd 8. OD the ßubjeot ol ßt&to iDtelvcntio 

 

seo C. Spinosi,

I) i t l i tsi l iot l l  j t l t id,ütüe., Rcv. cl 'hiet.  öoon. ct soc. XXXIX 1963, p. 52; S. Lancel,

i'"t'ulus Ihaba, asita,us d les gum,nasia de [)'üdntu| ]'lttuiu"s Lo'ltpi'an'us, Libyca YI

t1, i \ .  r , .  l  t3 f .  Rcgulat ion oI u' i |e, oi l  a t l  grai lr  priccs i$ referloal to Dig. XII 1,22'

- \ I - \  r .3 .
6 t+dius. I?,8r. I l I  139.
D , i 9 .  X IX  9 ,22 ,3 .  See  a l so  D ig .  M ,16 ,4 .


